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From Our Mayorôs Desk 
by Mayor Bucky Johnson 

     Looking back on the first month of the new year, it 
strikes me once again that we are a very generous com-
munity, especially in these difficult economic times.  
There was tremendous support for Toys for Tots, the 
Norcross Cooperative Ministry and the Mayorôs Motor-
cade...thank you! Please continue to support these and 
other organizations benefitting those in need. 
     On January 5, there was an eight-hour retreat for 
Mayor and Council held at the Norcross Arts and Cultural 
Center.  We discussed issues that we believe are impor-
tant to a successful 2010.  We have met with the City 
Department Heads and will soon meet with the Chairs of 
our Citizen Committees and Boards.  We are reviewing 
the 2030 Comprehensive Plan and working on the 5-
Year Short Term Work Plan.  We are experiencing a ñnew normò for budgeting 
and planning, and appreciate your continued guidance and support. 
     One of our highest priorities is the negotiation with the county about our water 
and sewer system. Currently, we buy all of our water and sewer service, from 
the county. Each time the county raises rates, the City must reflect that increase; 
in addition, we maintain and bill for all of those services. There was a Water/
Sewer Task Force formed two years ago made up of three citizens and two 
council members to access our system and make recommendations. They 
looked at many scenarios and made numerous calculations for the future. Their 
recommendation was to negotiate with the county for the sale of the system. We 
are currently in those negotiations and will report to you and vote on the issue. 
     Another priority is to begin work on Heritage Park, Betty Mauldin Park and 
Rossie Brundage Park in March. These parks will be upgraded thanks to the 
SPLOST funds that you approved in 2009.  SPLOST has also allowed us to 
move the Public Works Facility and Police Impound out of downtown to an in-
dustrial area on Lively St. The existing shed will be demolished to create a more 
attractive and functional complement to City Hall. 
     In spite of a tough economy, there are many ways that we are moving for-
ward to grow and improve our community. With a careful attention to budgets 
and creative thinking, and the support of our citizens and business owners, the 
City of Norcross will indeed continue to be a dynamic ñplace to imagineò in 2010. 

Welcome to Norcross!  

Carl LaFleur, CPA, has joined our community as the 
Financial Analyst II for the City. He works in the 
General Government Department, and is the backup 
person to the Administrative Services Director/
Finance Director.  He has extensive background in the 
Auditing Field and will assist in preparing the cityôs 
financial statements. These are audited annually by 
external auditors.   

Carl is married with two kids, and heôs a big Miami 
Dolphin and Miami Hurricane fan! 

Bucky Johnson 

bucky@norcrossga.net 

678.421.2065 
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Happenings  
 

Norcross is for   
Lovers!  

And this Valentineôs Day, 
thereôs more downtown    

romance than ever. Come  
renew your vows, take a 

cozy carriage ride, enjoy a 
romantic dinner at one of our 
delicious downtown restau-
rants. For details and times, 
visit aplacetoimagine.com 

 
Arbor Day!  

February 19, 11a.m.  

City HallðCome help us 
plant a leafy legacy! 

 

 

There is always something 
happening in downtown his-
toric Norcross, from live mu-
sic, trivia and wine tastings in 
our restaurants, to sales and 
daily specials in our shops. 

For weekly updates on 
whatôs happening, activate 
the Bluetooth on your cell 
phone, and text ñNorcrossò to 

41 411. Or visit 

aplacetoimagine.com  
 

Stripling Elementary & ñProject Playgroundò 
by Taryn Pilson 

 

2009 marked the first year my daughter 
attended Stripling Elementary. She was 
going into the 4th grade, coming from a 
private school background. As parents, we 
were concerned about the changes; how-
ever, our experience at Stripling has been 
a string of pleasant surprises.  
     First of all, the success of any school 
begins at the top. The leadership team at 
Stripling, led by Principal Priscilla McHam, is excellent. Our daughter has enjoyed 
the large library and extensive exposure to technology - resources that were lim-
ited at her private school. The teachers are amazing, and really work hard to in-
spire the children. Social and emotional adjustment was our biggest area of con-

cern. We thought that our daughter might feel isolated 
on many different levels: race, language and socio-
economic strata, to name a few. These fears have 
gone by the wayside. If anything, she has benefited 
from the cultural immersion. Diversity did not exist at 
her last school. She is learning differences, similarities 
and how to relate and build positive relationships with 
all people. 
     There are only two things lacking at Stripling. The 

first is a strong force of involved parents. Many of the Stripling families are un-
derprivileged, and cannot spend time volunteering at the school or participating in 
PTA. However, as more Norcross parents give Stripling Elementary a chance, 
families will work side by side with administration and staff to continuously im-
prove the school. Itôs the beginning of a wonderful transi-
tion ï one that directly affects our children, community 
and property values.  
     The second lack: On the first day of school, my 
daughter announced the playground was ñdismalò. The 
little playground equipment available was in terrible 
shape and for shade, the children have to crawl under 
the decks of the nearby trailer classrooms. I was 
shocked when I saw the conditions, a reaction shared by 
Council Member Ross Kaul who said, "Recess was al-
ways my favorite subject, we all remember that! This is 
unbelievable...something has to be done.ò Since I al-
ways tell my daughter, "You have to BE the change that 
you want to see in the world", I set the example and 
started òProject Playgroundò. The goal is to transform 
the Stripling playground into a fun (and safe!) place for 
kids. Thanks to Principal McHam, unsafe structures have already been removed, 
and fundraising plans are in the works. Recently, City Council approved a line 
item on City utility bills to donate to the city schools playgrounds.  Through 
the support of the community, both Stripling and Norcross Elementary will benefit.  
     We chose Historic Norcross because we were seeking a sense of community, 
and we found it here. Our daughter has learned about civic organizations, city 
government, community service, volunteerism and how to be a good neighbor. 
These are valuable lessons that she might not have learned in a cookie-cutter 
portion of suburbia. Through our choices of both city and school, she definitely 
understands that one person really CAN make a difference.  
If you are interested in donating dollars, resources and/or time to Project Playground, please contact 
taryn@spikestreet.com or priscilla_mcham@gwinnett.k12.ga.us. or rkaul@norcrossga.net  

 



 

Business Ownersô 

Alert  

On December 7, 2009, Nor-

cross City Council made 

changes to the existing code for 

outdoor merchandise displays.   

The Council made the decision 

to update the existing code to 

create a more desirable visual 

environment and a higher qual-

ity of life for the residents and 

businesses of Norcross. 

The code now has specific re-

quirements and a permit proc-

ess for outdoor display of mer-

chandise.  Business owners 

have until February 28, 2010 as 

a grace period to become famil-

iar with the updated code and 

take appropriate steps to com-

ply with the new requirements. 

For a copy of the code, please 
contact Philomena Robertson, 
Code Enforcement Supervisor 
@ probertson@norcrossga.net 
or call 770-448-7327.  It will be 
available online in the very near 
future.  For any questions and 

or information on the permitting 
process please contact Chris 

McCrary, Community Develop-
ment Director @ 

cmccrary@norcrossga.net or 
678-421-2027. 

 

FREEZE  
ALERT!  

The month of December was 
one of the coldest on record, 
with an Arctic blast that regu-

larly dropped temperatures into 
the low teens. As a result, the 
heat in most homes and work-
places ran full blast for extra  
extended periodsðthe tough 

news is that will be reflected in 
higher utility bills this month. It 
isnôt a mistake by the meter 

reader...bundle up and hereôs to 
warmer days ahead! 
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Come Plant A Legacy: Arbor Day in Norcross!  
      
    The third Friday in February is Arbor Day, when 
people celebrate the life-giving beauty of trees. To 
encourage Georgians to plant trees, the Georgia 
Forestry Commission and the Georgia Urban 
Forest Council created a website called ñThe 
Groveò, www.gufc.org/the-grove. Itôs full of great 
tips on how to plant trees to commemorate special 
life moments and leave a lasting legacy for future 
generations.  
     The best time to plant trees in Georgia is 

between November and mid-March. Planting during this time allows trees a 
chance to become established before the hot, dry period of 
summer. A good website for learning how to mulch, prune and 
nurture trees is www.gfc.state.ga.us/CommunityForests/
Treecare.cfm#Planting. There, you can also learn how to 
protect tree roots during construction. So if you are adding a 
deck, screened porch or other home addition this spring, check 
it out to be sure that the work will not damage roots and 
ultimately kill your trees. 
     In observance of Arbor Day, the Cityôs Community Development Dept and 
Blake Manton, Chairman of Norcrossô Tree Preservation Board, will be planting 
a tree by City Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend ï shovels and strong backs 
welcome but not necessary!  Friday, February 19, at 11a.m. 

Recycling Event ðPlan Now for Spring Cleaning!  
On April 10 th, the City of Norcross is working with the ñKeep Georgia Beautifulò 
organization by participating in the nationôs largest annual community improve-
ment project, ñThe Great American Cleanupò.  At last Octoberôs Clean-up, 
Shredding and Electronics Recycling Day, over 300 people came to Norcross 
from over 21 surrounding cities with items. It was Norcrossô most successful 
recycling event to date! 10,951 lbs of metal, plastic, glass computer housing and 
peripheral equipment were collected for recycling. 8,080 lbs of sensitive and 
confidential records were shredded, and over 12.67 tons of bulky items, trash, 
old appliances, furniture and yard 
debris were collected. This year, the 
same free opportunity exists ï for one 
whole day, the City offers citizens the 
opportunity to recycle, shred, and 
toss unwanted ñstuffò. In addition, 
bring non-perishable goods for the 
Norcross Co-op Ministries food 
program - 771 non-perishable food 
items were collected at the last event! 
This yearôs goal is to surpass last 
yearôs achievements, and do the best 
job ever of keeping recyclable items out of local landfills. 

For complete information on this event and what materials will be allowed at 
each event please go to the city website at www.norcrossga.net and view the 
informational flyers or contact Philomena Robertson at 770-448-7327 or 
probertson@norcrossga.net.  

Local  volunteers organize recycling effort last Oct 

mailto:probertson@norcrossga.net
mailto:cmccrary@norcrossga.net
http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/CommunityForests/Treecare.cfm#Planting
http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/CommunityForests/Treecare.cfm#Planting

