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From Our Mayor 6s D
by Mayor Bucky Johnson

You are invited to attend the State of the City Address at a
Town Hall Meeting sponsored by the Norcross Neighbors
and the PDC. The meeting will be Tuesday, March 9, at 7:00
pm in the Norcross Cultural Arts and Community Center. The
address will primarily reflect on 2009 and begin looking
ahead to 2010. As a preview, or for those not able to attend,
| will share several of the main points.

All of us are aware of the difficult economic times that
plagued the entire country in 2009. The city was able to re-
duce the number of employees and implement other cost
saving measures to balance the budget. We accomplished

. - .. . Bucky Johnson
this without raising taxes, and still managed to keep core ser- ucky

. ; . bucky@norcrossga.net
vices whole. During this time Thrasher Park was completely 678,471 2065

renovated and Lillian Webb Field was completed, including

restrooms in each park. We also made an adjustment in our

contract with Advanced Disposal to provide refuse and leaf pick-up so that instead
of being dumped, it is now recyc!| muiciH
pal police agencies and the Gwinnett
aid agreement that provides additional police back-up services to all.

We were able to transition smoothly to a new City Manager when we hired
Rudolph Smith in January after he served in an interim position for several months.
His two highest priorities were the budget and customer service. He has taken an
active role in both and has worked tirelessly with the council and the city staff to
accomplish those goals.

In 2010, we hope to finish the water and sewer negotiations with the county, as
| reported last month. We are moving the Public Works facility to Lively St., which
will open up additional parking in the downtown area. We will continue to make a
priority of connecting the community through events, facilities and participation in
citizen committees. We will dedicate Webb Park to Lillian Webb and celebrate the
baseball heritage of Norcross on the evening of April 17. That is also the Beach
Party and concert in the park, so mark your calendars!

| also encourage you to support all Norcross businesses whenever you can, so
your money stays in the community and our downtown thrives.

PAY YOUR UTILITY BILLS ON LINE!

Pay on line and save time, postage, and gas! Payment is

posted instantly and the site is secured-use your MasterCard,
Visa or American Express i currently, there is no charge for

this service. Easy payment is just a click away:

1. Go to www.norcrossga.net

2. Click on fAPay a Bill Onl i n
3. On the next page clickbleh AUtI Il ity
4. This takes you to a |l ogin page. CIli
name and email address. A password will be emailed to you - copy and paste
that password i nto t he Ydauean chagathat esnailyrsce i
you are in the system. Be prepared to enter your account number as it appears

on the bill, and the last amount paid (which should be located on the bill near the
top) . Stay inside where itds warm angd
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Happenings

March 9th, 7p.m.
Norcross Cultural Arts &
Community Center
Mayor Bucky will reflect on
2009 and discuss the vision
for 2010

March 2, 6p.m.
Instructional Support
Center (ISC)

437 Old Peachtree Road
678-301-6000
A county wide Gwinnett Fine
Art Festival, in which every
elementary, middle, and high
school exhibits the best art-
work their students have cre-
ated. Susan O. Stripling art
students will be exhibited!

For detalils, visit
WWW.Norcrossga.net or
contact Phil Robertson,

770-448-7327 or

probertson@norcrossga.net.

A Positive Learning Experience

If positive energy were something that came
in a package, it would undoubtedly look like
at | east two of the t
Susan O. Stripling Elementary. Music
teacher, Merle Soodyall, and art teacher,
Katharine Rodgers, are the epitome of
creativity and enthusiasm. Together, they
form an environment that enriches students
culturally, and at the same time offer

invaluable life lessons. Haiti Houses by the children of Stripling

For instance, the two recently teamed 1t
Haiti o, on one |l evel, an art project desi
recent Haitian earthquake. #fAlt was a si mp
Ms . Rodgers. AThe kids painted andvwildecor a
they were painting, wedd play Haitian mus

geography and culture. The kids bought the finished houses from each other for $3
and by that, learned the power of creating something, and appreciating something
that someone el se has created. 0
Over 300 Houses for Haiti were made, with sales of the colorful artwork extending
into the | ocal Norcross communi ty. AOur
and in doing so, help the kids to think g
happened is the kids raised $1,250 for the Red Cross, and we teachers learned what
a tremendous capacity for compassion these kids have, especially for other kids in
another country who are experiencing so m
The creative teaching extends into other areas of cultural value, too. Ms. Soodyall
recently participated in a workshop call e
figures such as Dr. Phil, Santana and Quincy Jones. As a result of her efforts,
Stripling was awarded 30 guitars for the music
program, and a learning methodology that Ms. Sood-

yall says makes it easy to
5"graders playing Bob Marl e
said, laughing. Altés not o
here at Stripling El ementar

In addition, there is choir rehearsal for Dr. Seuss
Day, upcoming participation in a county-wide art
exhibition call ed, AfTapestr
Recycling Club (yes, the kids grow fresh vegetables
Ms. Soodyall knows Little Kids Rock! 5t 5chooll), a Gumboot Dance Group, and discussion
of producing the play AAnnieoéthe |ist of
astonishing and exciting. And listening to their plans for the future, one wonders
where these two teachers get the energy. But then you see the kids lined up at the
classroom door, literally wiggling with the anticipation of coming to class, and it
becomes obvious who motivates them. Positive energy abounds, and the best thing
they are teaching by example becomes immediately clear: dream big and anything is
possible! Especially at Susan O. Stripling Elementary.

An error was made by the City newsletter editor, Tixie Fowler, when editing an article written by Taryn Pilson on behalf of

Stripling Elementary. Any injurious consequences were unintentional, as the Editor wholeheartedly supports and endorses the
efforts of the Cityods public and private schools. For e compl €
March/April issue of Norcross Times or visit www.norcrossga.net
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Nixle in a Nutshell & Sign up Today!

In a progressive effort to further strengthen community safety
tactics, the City of Norcross Police Department (NPD) is now
offering an innovative way to communicate to citizens.
Currently, over 3,000 public safety and community agencies
throughout the country i including the Federal Bureau of
Investigations (FBl)-ar e using this service, call
first in Gwinnett County to use this service as part of its community safety program.
Ni x|l e6bs Municipal Wire service is th
communication platform for local police departments to communicate important,
neighborhood-level information to their citizens. By opting in and providing the
appropriate contact information, citizens receive timely information by text message,
email and web. This information may include emergency advisories, neighborhood
alerts, and even more general information about local road closings. Nixle claims its
services are ten to fifteen times faster than typical SMS distribution networks, able to
reach up to 100,000 users in approximately 3
minutes, while many other emergency messaging
and social messaging networks can take up to 100
times as long (up to 5 hours). It is connected
through major network links to all of the major
wireless carriers, covering 99% of all mobile

phones. b
According to the NPDO6s CaEﬁheaN?rﬁroséria
AThis service gives us [ MA@l PeEu L)

the ability to reach citizens within a targeted
area, in a manner that is instant and secure. We
can send out a message to a single neighbor-

hood or the entire Commurbftﬁeérocee"i'ié‘t t W
exciting is how fast the messages get CUtenaISIe thémetosc'onqe

To sign up to receive police alerts, go to www.nixle.com. At the top right
hand corner of the homepage, youdll
and follow the easy steps to create an account. You can opt in to having messages
sent on your cell phone and/or email address i then whenever the NPD needs to

e
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With Spring barely on
the horizon,
imagine that prepara-
tion has already begun
on gngyent jhat gkes
" place in October. But
f therggod news isthal a
planning for the 2010
Norcross Art Fest is
underway. Frances
Schube, of Splash Fes-
tivals, Inc. will continue
to manage the festival
as she has since 2004,
with the support of her
business partner, Cindy
Flynn. Norcross Festi-
val, Inc. which is owned

0 T

ons Club will continue
to benefit from the ar-
rangement with a split

gnug,suRpquting theft
chosen charities. In re-
turn, the clubs will give

alert residents about anything our c¢ ommuSplash Festivays eantin
from the police and where to go for mor|eyeditdPthedAd EestO
you wi ||l be Ain the knowd when it comef¢g tné}neﬁnﬁﬂré{nbéleg
ments. The City of Nor-
| MAGI NEé cross will continue to
a sand -fiIIed, benefit by being known
. as home to one of the
sun -filled day at best art shows in metro
the beach!!! Atlanta i according to
e o Ms. Schube,
Norcross, A_P_R_IL 17 "é é é . Be_ sure to save 't h e dat 4! soﬁwée?cﬁing?deafsfbl
sun and activities for the whole family. Music, beach fun, kids games, all right ke the 2010 festival
here in Norcross at our new Lillian Webb Park. We will kick off the day with the Make the estiva
Annual Corners to Crossing 10K/5K/1M run ending at Thrasher Park. We will better tha
then host an AOfficial Ri bbon Cuttingq@ at [oUr mnew
festivities wildl move to Norcross6 new Communifpty P
gameso begin in the park at 2p.m. and]|then] in [the
will conduct a dedication ceremony hongorinlg thle pa
Emeritus Lillian Webb. After that, the music begins again and continues into the
evening. Stay tuned next month for complete details!

*(’Dmé—’

~< T 0O

-

5 af

he

rdi

h at
ht s .

oo x— O

De x&in

o

o <

N - -



