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Primaries Count And So 
Does Your Vote!  

      

     July 20
th
 is the day to vote in the primaries, a day 

when your vote can be as pivotal as in the November 
elections. This year is an especially interesting time in 
American politics, and a large number of candidates 
are running for many of the open seats. For instance, 
the seat for District 2 Gwinnett County Commissioner 
has four people wanting to claim it. But only two candi-
dates ï one representing each party ï can compete for 
actual election on November 2nd. So you can see how 
your candidate could get lost in the shuffle unless you 
back him or her with your vote. 
     July 20

th
 is the primary for county, state and federal 

elections (there are no primaries for City of Norcross elections ï voting day for those 
seats is November 4th). If youôre not sure where to go vote in the primaries, or you want 
to vote early or via an absentee ballot, visit www.gwinnettcounty.com for details. A good 
place to start for insight on whoôs running for what seat, is the bi-weekly Gwinnett Fo-
rum.com, accessible by going to www.gwinnettforum.com. 
     Save the date, and donôt think your vote doesnôt count - the ballots all add up. The 
candidates are people who really care about their causes, and are passionate about be-
ing heard and making a difference. So on July 20

th
, support your candidate, and make 

yourself heard. By doing so, you will influence what happens in November, and beyond. 

PARKS MASTER  
PLANNING PROCESS 
GETS GREEN LIGHT 

 

     As part of its continued focus on defining 
creative, new re-development strategies, the City 
of Norcross is moving forward with identifying a 
master plan for the communityôs local parks.  
Much like the Cityôs master plan, this will be a 
guide on where, when and how parks are to be 
utilized, renovated, built and purchased, as well 

as how they will be used to meet the needs of the cityôs population and demographics. It will 
be the ñroad mapò the City uses to move forward in regards to the parks and programs.  
     Southeastern Engineers, Inc (SEI) and the consulting firm, Monteith Brown Planning 
Consultants, were recently selected to work in a joint venture with the City, teaming with a 
steering committee composed of local resident volunteers, and city parks and recreation 
staff. Monteith Brown was instrumental in helping Gwinnett County identify its master plan 
for parks, earning the country national recognition for its design and planning strategies.   
     The City of Norcross anticipates results with the same high level of creative standards.  
According to Craig Mims, Director of Norcrossô Public Works & Utilities Department, ñIt has 
always been the intent of the City to enhance the park experience for our citizens through 
good customer service and park supervision.  The initial steering committee for the master 
plan process has been identified and will begin meeting in the very near future.ò 
     To date, renovation efforts have transformed three of Norcrossô existing parks, including 
a dramatic makeover of the old ball field into a state-of-the-art park facility renamed after 
Norcrossô Mayor Emeritus, Lillian Webb. Currently, Mauldin and Heritage parks, located 
along Lawrenceville Street by City Hall, are undergoing major facelifts.                             (contôd on p.4) 
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Happenings  
 

Pre-Fourth Celebration  
July 3 

Downtown Historic Norcross 
Festivities start, 4pm 

Free concert in  
Lillian Webb Park, 7:30pm 
Fireworks at dusk (9ish) 

 

BluesBerrry Festival  
July 10 

Downtown Historic Norcross 
5pmð10pm 

 

ñBò at the Movies 
July 17th 

Lillian Webb Park 
7pmð9pm 

 

Bike Fest  
July 24th  

Downtown Historic Norcross 
Noonð7pm 

 

Whistle Stop  
Farmerôs Market 
Every Tuesday  
Thrasher Park 

4pmð8pm 
 

SUMMER CONCERT  
SERIES 

Visit aplacetoimagine.com 
for the schedule and list of 

awesome bands! 
 

Saving Tax Dollars the 
Healthy Way!  

      

     Instead of just keeping fingers crossed that health 
problems wonôt crop up among city employees, the City 
of Norcross has applied for ï and recently received ï 
promotional grants to fund health screenings and host 
employee health seminars. This grant will help employ-
ees screen for health issues such as high cholesterol and diabetes. ñLunch and learnsò, 
which will also be held at City Hall, and in addition, as members of the Georgia Municipal 
Employees Benefit System (GMEBS), city employees have access to other health and 
wellness programs, including health education, injury and disease prevention and lifestyle 
management services.  
     According to the Cityôs Wellness Committee Co -chairperson, Mary Beth Bender, also 
an Administrative Coordinator for the cityôs Public Works & Utilities Dept, this focus is a pro
-active approach to maintaining good health and keeping insurance premiums as low as 
possible. ñInstead of waiting until someone is sick or hurt and then paying the medical 
costs to ñfixò it, we try to help keep employees healthy in the first place,ò she explained. 
ñNot only are healthy employees able to be at work more steadily, they also feel better and 
are more productive as a result.ò 
     City Manager Rudolph Smith added, ñPlus, healthy employees means fewer insurance 
claims and lower premiums, representing savings that can be put towards public safety 
and community maintenance projects, for example.ò 
     Thanks to the efforts of Norcrossô Human Resources Manager, Ann Ray, the cityôs ef-
forts to promote employee health were recognized last year by the American Heart Asso-
ciation who designated the city a ñFit Friendly Companyò.  Norcross was one of only five 
(5) cities in Georgia to receive this recognition, and for the third consecutive year, another 
prestigious accomplishment in itself.   
    Applying for grants is one of the ways that the city creatively finances programs and 
projects without spending local tax dollars. The Norcross Police Department (NPD) has 
also been very successful at using grants, as well as money from seized property to fund 
community projects and pay for police vehicles and equipment. 

Council Members Earn Certifications  
 

The Georgia Municipal Training Institute, a cooperative effort of GMA 
and the University of Georgiaôs Carl Vinson Institute of Government, 
provides a nationally recognized series of training opportunities for 
elected city officials throughout Georgia. There are tiers of accomplish-
ment, depending on the hours of completed study. Council Member 
Charlie Riehm recently was awarded the Certificate of Achievement, 
for completing a minimum of 72 units of credit, and 
Council Member Ross Kaul earned the Certificate of 
Recognition for completing 42 units of credit.  

     According to Council Member Kaul, ñThis was a 
valuable experience ï not only for the practical 
knowledge, but also for the networking. This venue 
provides an excellent opportunity to build relation-

ships with other council members throughout the state. We share ideas 
that  would be great to augment back in Norcross.ò 
      Council Member Riehm agreed. ñI found what you learn about how 
municipal government works, both in Norcross and elsewhere, is most 
beneficial, and enables an official to be even more effective.ò The exam-
ple he gave was his proposal for the Electric Fund dividend, which he 
learned about from a GMA course and for which the city now receives $500K each year. 
     Mayor Bucky Johnson and Council Members Craig Newton and David McLeroy have 
also earned certification in GMAôs prestigious program. Based in Atlanta, GMA is a vol-
untary, non-profit organization that provides legislative advocacy, research, training, 
employee benefit and technical consulting services to its 500 member cities. 

Council Member 

Riehm  

Council Member 

Ross Kaul 



 

SENIOR TAX  
ABATEMENT  
DEADLINE  
JULY 31st  

 

 City Council voted for a 
tax abatement for senior 
citizens 62 and older. Ap-
plicant must meet the fol-
lowing guidelines In order 
to qualify for the tax relief: 

 
Â Applicant must be 62 
years or older and head 

of household  
Â Applicant must be 

presently receiving home-
stead exemption  

Â Applicant must have 
resided in the home at 

least 18 months  
Â Applicant must have 
a total household gross 
income less than three 

and a half times the 
Health & Human Services 
(HHS) poverty guideline. 
For details, go to the city 

website and click on 
ñMunicipalò, then click 
ñGeneral Governmentò      
Â Applicant must pro-
vide a copy of the previ-
ous year tax statement 
showing gross income  

 
Applications may be ob-
tained from City Hall lo-

cated at 65 Lawrenceville 
Street Norcross, GA from 
8am ï 5pm, Mon -Fri, or 

online at 

www.norcrossga.net  

For more information, 
contact the Property Tax 

Department at  
770-448-2122.  
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Historic Norcross 
Sizzles in July!!  
     In a community where thereôs always 
something fun to do, Historic Norcross 
ramps it up even more during July. Mark 
your calendars for July 3, 10, 17 and 
24, and make your summer plans!   
    First thereôs the annual July 3

rd
 cele-

bration . Beginning at 4pm, there are 
plenty of inflatables, games, and entertainment for the kids. This year there are also pony 
rides, a dunk tank (letôs soak dad!), and ñFish the Magicianò will do the impossible during 
performances at 6pm and 7pm in Thrasher Park.  Adults will enjoy the many novelties 
booths that line downtown, and of course, between Norcrossô great restaurants and an 
additional outdoor food court, no one will have to go home hungry. At 7:30, ñThe 
Woodyôsò will take the stage in Lillian Webb Park, with a free concert. Bring a blanket and 
enjoy ñclassic rock with a Fleetwood flavorò.  Dancing is always an option, and you can 
cool off with the kids in the nearby splash fountain. At dusk (between 9pm ï 9:30pm) the 
skies over Norcross light up with a spectacular fireworks show, punctuating the perfect 
pre-Fourth celebration. 
     Mark your calendar for the Summer Concert Series, and enjoy classic rock under the 
stars on July 9

th
 and 23

rd
 in Thrasher Park. On July 10

th 
 enjoy more music at the Blues-

Berry Festival, with live blues bands including Atlanta favorite ñHarpaliciousò ,and Mike 
Holly performing downtown.  Plus our shops and restaurants will have blueberry samples 
and chef specials to try out - itôs a relaxing time to have dinner, and stroll through down-

town with your cool libations and ice cream. 
     July 17

th
 is ñBò at the Movies, an opportunity to 

have dinner downtown, then stroll over to Lillian Webb 
Park and put down your blanket for an evening of out-
door movie entertainment. Starting at 7pm, there will 
be games and kidsô activities, then ñETò will ñcome 
homeò to Norcross on the big screen, beginning at  
dusk (around 9:15pm). 
     July 24th. That's the Saturday that Downtown His-
toric Norcross will again be a hotspot for one of cy-

cling's most exciting events. Cyclists come from across the United States to compete in a 
series of races that define the Gwinnett Bike Fest Criterion. Even if you aren't an avid 
cyclist, you will be amazed at the excitement this event generates! From kids' racing, to 
Olympic-level race professionals qualifying for world-class competitions, this yearôs 
Gwinnett Bike Fest is a part of the newly formed Georgia Cycling Gran Prix. For a com-
plete list of races and information, go to www.GeorgiaCycling.net .  And when the action 
gets really hot, take a break in the splash fountain at 
Lillian Webb Park, and let the kids enjoy inflatables, 
games and a picnic. Inflatables are open at noon, 
and the races begin at 2pm, with the activity going 
strong until 7pm. Finish the day with dinner at one of 
the local restaurants and you can call it an excellent 
holiday! 
     And of course, every Tuesday , 4-8pm  is the 
Whistle Stop Farmerôs Market, with over 40 local 
vendors offering loads of fresh produce and deli-
cious prepared foods, and free kidsô activities. 
     For a full schedule and details about Historic Norcrossô sizzling events and downtown 
activities, visit www.aplacetoimagine.com. 

The City of Norcross apologizes for the recent confusion in storm water bill invoice collections. Please visit 

the city website, www.norcrossga.net, under ñCommunity Newsò for clarification and updates.  

http://www.GeorgiaCycling.net

